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tance last year took several steps to make

it appealing to international and domestic

clients, introducing measures to comply
with the EU enforcement directive, the EPC
2000 and the London Agreement. One major
change is the opportunity for rights owners to
consider infringer-profits for the remunerarion
of damages. “The new infringement law is
great”, says one practitioner. “It is now being
implemented, and it will increase transparency
as you can now ask for the infringer's
infermation, making it much easier the fight
against them.” Rut interviewees alsa believe
France has more work to do, in particular by

_Véron m. >mmon_mm Avocats

._._NH -

Bird&Bird
Cousin & Moatty

..Buclos Therne Mollet - <_m<___m & bmm
per

Gaultier [ akits 5z

.E_.__osﬂmx.._.?.....-- -

>_,3m:umca m:m:m_: ><onm$ >mmon_mm

. Hirsch & Associés
_Lavells

,_._m: .a

nm.wm_o:mm ><onmwm

_u:___mUm noaammc

._.._ma 5

Freshfields .m_‘:nxjmcm Deringer

_Linklaters
Yves Marcelli

introducing new measures regarding the
Patenr Law Treary and the Singapore treaty.
Another controversial issue in France is
merger of the lawyers and attorneys professians.
This discussion has been going on for over a
decade, and has clearly divided the French
market into rwo distinet parties: those that
support it, and those thar do not, One
interviewee says: “We had to vate on October
15 on this and most of the professionals vored
yes, although there is a lot of opposition from
patent artorneys, because there are more
barristers than patent atrorneys, so (if the
merger happens) they will ger somehow lost.
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This will also make patent attorneys’ careers
much longer, so practitioners are afraid that this
will put off the new generations of patent
attorneys, Things are moving faster and it seems
that this will happen. The government will have
the last word on this”. “I think it is healthy for
the profession, and I think ic will give us an
advantage to compete with other Evropean
jutisdictions,” added onc atrorney. “The
government is looking at this merger and it will
probably happen before the end of 2009."

Burean I A Casalonga-Josse is a boutique
firm chat concentrases on prosccution. The IP
practice has had a good vear, and is
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recommended particularly for pharmaceuricals
work. The market singled out senior partmer
Gérard Dossmann, and artorney Emmanuelle
Limouzy, for their patent and trade mark
prosecution. Casalonga Advocats and Burean D
A Casalenga-Josse have been cooperating closely
for over three years, comprising a unique team of
lawyers and patent attorneys. Casalonga
Advocats’ lawyer Marie-Emmanuelle Haas is
consistently praised by the market for her trade
marks and domain names work. Haas, together
with Ammaud Casalonga, advised Carbaatmedia
in a case against the Hong Kong company
Foreign Dimension regarding the transfer of the
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group for over thrée years, and is doing great.”
Lavoix is another large firn comprising
abour 200 professionals providing the full range "
of servites, bue is particularly good at patent
prosecution. Lavoix has had an excellenc year
consolidating its merger with JP Colas, 2nd this
year forged a parmership with IP litigation Brmy
Binn & Associés (a boutique contentious firm
with two well-known partners, Serge Binn and.-
Cyrille Amar), which is now called Lavoix
Advacarts. One client commented: “T have been
dealing with Serge Binn, and I am very happy
working with him. He is client orientated and
when I need advice, his respanse is quick and
very good. In termns of rechnicality, they are very
good. Serge is one of the best, especially in
pharmaceuticals. The merger is very positive,
because they will be able to provide a wider
service.” Another elicnt added: “Now, with the
merger, we will have the best of the cwo
practices. It is very good news for us, as they
will deliver a most effective service and we will
only pay once for lawyers and scientists, so we
will save money; a very positive move!” Last
year also saw the departure of managing partner
Richard Meteger after 25 years of work with the
firm. Metzger was the head of the trade mark
design and lega! department, and joined rival
firm Gilbey Delorey. “It is indeed a big loss for
the trade mark practice of the firm,”
comumented one rival.

Cabinet Regimbeau works in al! technical
felds, with a strong reputation in the
bictechnology, mechanics and food industries.
The firm has had a good year, developing many
biorech cliens, providing trade marks services
for banks, research for public instirutions, and
increasing its profile in contentious work. ‘This
year, it recruited many engineers and some

lawyers ar entry level and has expressed its
desire to recruit professionals rthat are more
expericnced in the future.

Another big firm, Santarelli, has seven
partners completely dedicated to IP marters.
Senior partners Marc and Luc Santarelli receive
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domain name centraledesparticuliers.com.
Arnaud Casalonga also advised the Abrisud Pool
Enclosurcs against the French company Gaap in
a case regarding a French patent related to the
handling system for swimming pools. Qther
clients include BNP Paribas, SEK, Hasbro and
France Telévision.

Leading prosecution firm Cabinet Bean d¢
Loménic has the largest IV practice in France
with more than 220 people and is one of the
firms that files the largest number of opposition
cases. Beau de Loménie has gained several clients
this year in catering, home services and sea
products and non-domestic clients generare 45%
of the firm’s turnover. Although the patent
department is well recognised, it is the head of
the trade mark department, Aurélia Marie, who

received particular praise this year “Fhe firm has
little conracr with other firms in the jurisdiction,
soldon’t really know that much about them,”
commented one rival. “Buz T do know who
Aurclia Marie is. She is pretty good at trade
marks; she has been the head of the trade mark

1

e

128 _ WWW.MANAGINGIP.COM IP HANDBOOK 2009

seular praise. One rival says: “Marc
m“MHH _w very active and is one of the _msuu.ﬁm
_.in is simply everywhere.” This year, the 1P m
iractice increased &mimmmn& the :E.m__unn o
ade marks registered, and u.mﬁnoém its
frware system, providing n_ugﬂ.m with greater
cess to patent, trade mark, designs and
domain names information. The frm _._wm a ,u.m_mﬂ
sange of foreign clients that have been with it
nee 1980 including Accord, Novorel, )
MasterCard and Charterhouse. Dn:ams... &
‘Maurcan is leadquartered in Lyon and is well
m_ﬁnnﬁ_ domestically with a vast nm._._mn of small
and medium-size clients, Teis particularly known
1 its trade mark prosecution work.

Cabinet Plasseraud is regarded as an
geressive firm, dynamic, and doing extremely
well at prosccuting and filing patents. In qmm_m
“nacks, the market singled our partoer OE.“mm:n .
Kiesel Le Cosquer. One rival commented: “She is
pretry well known and has created a great
department; she is a very active lawyer and

probably one of the best™. Partner Didier

Boulinguiez is also highly acclaimed m&. his
patent work. Last year, the firm appointed Albert
Hassine as a partnes, and recruited 11 @aﬁnﬁ.
 atrorneys. Ernest Guomann-Yves Plasseraud is

_ another reputable firm in patent u:.n_ trade mark
* prosecution work. This year, it received

comsistent positive feedback for its prosecution
services. The bourique firm has three partners
" and nine associates and provides the full range of
IP scrvices to a large mainly domestic clientele. Tt
has offices in Paris, Lyon and Alicante. Brevalex
is recognised by rivals for Qmﬁ_cv.mbm wm.
chemistry and biochemistry practices, with
chairman, general manager, and head E.n. the
patent department Gérard Poulin standing A.En.
The firm has already instafled two parners in
China and Japan, and is planning to expand its
services in theses jurisdictions in the future.
Bredema was the name created rwo years a
go when the practices of Breese Onm.meE.n
Majecowicz and BDSA merged. This year, the
firm experienced another significant merger
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with the Novagraaf group, a m.E.c_u.mm:
provider of IP services with offices in &m UK,
Holland, France, Switzezland and Belgium.
Inlex TP is one of the biggest French IP law firms
exclusively dedicated to trade marlks. The firm
has been for 13 years in the market and now
comprises four partners and 18 mnaovan trade
mark attorneys. In the past yeas, it advised
Nestlé on teade mark matrees. )

When it comes to patent litigation, Véron &
Associés is the ultimate firm in France. It
comprises four partners and nine other mn.c
earners strictly devoted to patent CORtentious
matters, usually acting in the few vmna_..: cases
entering the jurisdiction. Rivals mnm Q.ﬁpﬁ also
congratulate che firm for jts expertisc in
technical marters, especially at mcwv:ﬁ_:_.w courts
with impressive documents and visual m.n_m..
Partners Isabelle Romet, Sabine Agé and Pierre
Véron are all praised for their patent
contentious work. One client commented:

“Piegre Véron is an expert, the top of the crop
in France. | have attended some of his pleadings
and they are very impressive; be is not only
there to win the case but he also warks on the
econotnic aspects of it, which is <nn<..cdwoﬂ8§
for us; he is very creative, always trying new
things.” This year, Pierre Véron helped
biomérieux to win a long running bartle (14
years) against DBV in the French courss and
Romet, who has been with the firm mo_..mo )
years, advised Schindler on its case .mmw:.,mn .Onv.
The firm is also well known for its international
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